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It’s 

Choose to care!
6425 LAKEOVER ROAD (39213)

P.O. BOX 16444
JACKSON, MS  39236-6444

PHONE (601) 982-3251
FAX (601) 368-3200

WWW.MSHEALTHCAREERS.COM

Promoting Health
Careers in Mississippi

A division of Mississippi Hospital Association

YOUR
choice...choice...

MHA HEALTH CAREERS CENTER

American Society for Clinical 
Laboratory Science
7910 Woodmont Avenue
Suite 530
Bethesda, MD 20814
Phone: (301) 657-2768
Web: www.ascls.org

American Society of Clinical
Pathologists
2100 W Harrison Street
Chicago, IL 60612-3798
Phone: (312) 738-1336
Web: www.ascp.org

Mississippi Society for Clinical
Laboratory Science
The University of Mississippi 
Medical Center
2500 North State Street
Jackson, MS 39216-4505
Phone: (601) 984-6300
Web: http://shrp.umc.edu

PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATIONS

CAREER OUTLOOK

Employment opportunities for medical labo-
ratory technicians are expected to increase
10% to 20% over the next eight years. The
rapidly growing older population will be one
reason for this growth, since older people
tend to have more medical problems that
will require lab work. New and exciting
advancements in technology will also add to
a rise in employment in this sector. As in
most occupations, many openings will result
from the need to replace workers who trans-
fer to other companies, retire, or stop work-
ing for some other reason. 



POSITION RESPONSIBILITIES WORK ENVIRONMENT

HIGH SCHOOL PREPARATION

COLLEGE REQUIREMENTS

EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS

Northeast Mississippi
Community College
Cunningham Blvd.
Booneville, MS 38829
Phone: (601) 720-7388

Mississippi Gulf Coast
Community College
2300 Hwy 90 
PO Box 100
Gautier, MS 39553
Phone: (228) 497-7709

Pearl River Community
College-Poplarville
5448 US Hwy 49 S
Hattiesburg, MS 39401
Phone: (601) 554-5523

Hinds Community
College
1750 Chadwick Dr
Jackson, MS 39204-3402 
Phone: (601) 371-3515

Meridian Community
College
910 Hwy 19 N
Meridian, MS 39307
Phone: (601) 484-8755

Mississippi Delta
Community College
PO Box 668
Moorhead, MS 38761 
Phone: (662) 246-6500

Copiah - Lincoln
Community College
PO Box 457
Wesson, MS 39191-0457
Phone: (601) 643-8391

Labora to ry  t e s t s  have  become
increasingly important  in  the detec-
t ion ,  d iagnos is ,  and  t rea tment  of
many  i l l nes ses  and  d i seases .
Med ica l  l abo ra to ry  t echn ic i ans ,
also cal led cl inical  laboratory tech-
nicians,  perform rout ine laboratory
procedures  on  b lood ,  t i s sue ,  and
o the r  bod i ly  f lu ids  us ing  ins t ru -
ments  such as  microscopes,  chemi-
cals ,  computers ,  and complex labo-
ratory equipment .  They usual ly  per-
form these dut ies  under  the supervi-
s ion of  a  medical  laboratory scien-
t is t ,  pathologis t ,  or  other  profes-
s ionals  that  special ize  in  biological
sciences.  The technician has  knowl-
edge  o f  spec i f i c  t echn iques  and
instruments  and is  able  to  recognize
factors  that  direct ly  affect  proce-
dures  and resul ts .  Medical  laborato-
ry technicians can special ize  in  one
of  f ive different  areas:  blood bank-
ing ,  chemis t ry,  hema to logy,
immunology,  or  microbiology.  They
are also cal led upon to  report  lab
resul ts  to  other  medical  personnel ,
maintain equipment ,  and maintain
laboratory records.  This  career  path
requires  pat ience and precis ion and
the abi l i ty  to  work wel l  under  pres-
sure .  

Mos t  med ica l  l abo ra to ry  t echn i -
cians work in  hospi ta l  laborator ies .
O the r  p l aces  o f  employmen t  a re
pub l i c  hea l th  l abora to r i e s ,  r e fe r -
ence laborator ies ,  biomedical  com-
panies ,  univers i t ies ,  industr ia l  med-
i ca l  l abo ra to r i e s ,  pha rmaceu t i ca l
companies ,  forensic  medicine,  and
the armed forces .

Students  in teres ted in  pursuing a
career  as  a  medical  laboratory tech-
nician should concentrate  on sub-
j ec t s  such  a s  a lgeb ra ,  geomet ry,
biology,  chemist ry,  physics ,  com-
puter  ski l ls ,  Engl ish,  heal th  occupa-
t ions /med ica l  p ro fes s ions  educa -
t ion,  and physical  educat ion.  

Students  enter ing a  medical  labora-
to ry  t echn ic i an  p rogram shou ld
have  a  h igh  schoo l  d ip loma  o r
equivalent .  Individuals  must  com-
plete  an Associate  Degree program
in  medica l  l abora tory  technology
that  includes cl inical  t ra ining.  After
comple t ing  th i s  p rogram,  cand i -
dates  must  pass  a  nat ional  cer t i f ica-
t ion  examina t ion  g iven  by  the
Board of  Regis t ry  of  the American 

Society of  Cl inical  Pathologis ts ,  the
National  Cert i f icat ion Agency for
Medical  Laboratory  Personnel ,  or
the  Amer ican  Med ica l
Technologis ts .  I t  i s  recommended
that  a  counselor  be consul ted for
advice on the cer t i f icat ion process .
Students  interested in  medical  labo-
ra to ry  t echno logy  shou ld  con tac t
schools  for  information on admis-
s ion and course of  s tudy.  

SALARY RANGE

Average  A nnua l  Sa l a ry - -$29 ,500
Sa l a ry  Range - -$24 ,700 -$33 ,200


