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Employment in the field of diagnostic
medical sonography is expected to
grow approximately 30 to 32% over
the next 8 - 10 years.  This is a rate
that is faster than the average for all
occupations in the United States.  The
increased demand for sonographers is
the result of the growth in both the
overal l  populat ion as well  as  the
growth in the aging population.  Also,
growth in this field is spurred on by
the health profession move toward
less invasive types of diagnostic pro-
cedures.  

Society of Diagnostic Medical
Sonography
2745 North Dallas Parkway, Suite 350
Plano, TX 75093-4706
Phone: (214) 473-8057 
Phone: (800) 229-9506
Fax: (214) 473-8563
Web: www. sdms.org

The American Registry of Diagnostic
Medical Sonographers
600 Jefferson Plaza, Suite 360
Rockville, MD 20852-1150
Phone: (301) 738-8401 
Phone: (800) 541-9754
Fax:  (301) 738-0312 or 0313
Web:  www.ardms.org
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S o n o g r a p h e r s  u s e  s p e c i a l  e q u i p -
men t  t o  d i r ec t  non - ion i z ing ,  h igh
f r equency  sound  waves  i n to  a r ea s
o f  t he  pa t i en t s  body,  t hen  co l l e c t
r e f l e c t ed  echoes  t o  f o rm  an  image .
The  f o rmed  image  may  be  v ideo -
t a p e d ,  t r a n s m i t t e d ,  o r  p h o -
t o g r a p h e d  f o r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  a n d
d i agnos i s  by  a  phys i c i an .   

They  a r e  r e spons ib l e  f o r  exp l a in -
i ng  t he  p rocedu re  t o  t he  pa t i en t ,
r e co r d ing  p r ev ious  med i ca l  h i s t o -
r y,  s e l e c t i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e
equ ipmen t  s e t t i ngs ,  and  d i r ec t i ng
the  pa t i en t  t o  move  i n  t he  p rope r
pos i t i on  t ha t  w i l l  p rov ide  t he  be s t
v i ew  fo r  d i agnos i s .   

B y  v i e w i n g  t h e  i m a g e  o n  t h e
sc r een  du r ing  t he  s can ,  sonog ra -
p h e r s  l o o k  f o r  v i s u a l  c u e s  t h a t
wou ld  con t r a s t  hea l t hy  a r ea s  f r om
u n h e a l t h y  o n e s .   T h e y  d e c i d e
whe the r  t he  images  a r e  s a t i s f ac to -
r y  f o r  d i a g n o s i n g  p u r p o s e s  a n d
s e l e c t  t h e  b e s t  i m a g e  f o r  t h e
app rop r i a t e  p rocedu re .  

M o r e  t h a n  h a l f  o f  a l l  s o n o g r a -
phe r s  works  i n  hosp i t a l s .   They
a l s o  w o r k  i n  p h y s i c i a n  o f f i c e s ,
c l i n i c s ,  o f f i c e s  s p e c i a l i z i n g  i n
obs t e t r i c s ,  and  d i agnos t i c  imag ing
cen t e r s .  

S tuden t s  i n t e r e s t ed  i n  a  c a r ee r  a s
a  sonog raphe r  shou ld  t ake  cou r se s
in  compu te r  sk i l l s ,  b i o logy,  chem-
i s t r y,  phys i c s ,  emergency  med ica l
t e c h n o l o g y,  a l g e b r a ,  g e o m e t r y,
and  Eng l i sh .
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T h e r e  a r e  s e v e r a l  e n t r y  a v e n u e s
i n t o  t h e  f i e l d  o f  d i a g n o s t i c  m e d -
i c a l  s o n o g r a p h y.   T h e y  m a y  t r a i n
f o r  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  p r o g r a m  i n  h o s -
p i t a l s  a n d  v o c a t i o n a l  t e c h n i c a l
i n s t i t u t i o n s .   

S o n o g r a p h y  m a y  s p e c i a l i z e  i n
o b s t e t r i c s  a n d  g y n e c o l o g y
s o n o g r a p h y,  a b d o m i n a l  s o n o g r a -
p h y,  n e u r o s o n o g r a p h y,  v a s c u -
l a r t e c h n o l o g y  o r  e c h o c a r d i o -
g r a p h  s o n o g r a p h y,  a n d  o p h t h a l -
m o l o g i c  s o n o g r a p h y.


